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Asonline auctionand trading
platformsin agriculture comm-
oditiesgain traction, ensuring
qualitywhen neither buyer norseller
~ isphysically present hasbecome a
challenge.

With artificial intelligence-
enabled tracking and traceable
systems toensurethe presenceof
personnelin mandis todeveloping
mobileapplications to check quality,
companies are exploring waysto
overcome the problem.

“Youneed technologyto
determine and standardisethe
qualityoffresh produce, whichwill
createtrustinthe market fordigital
selling platforms,” MilanSharma,
chiefexecutive officer (CEO), and co-
founder, Intello Labs, told Business -
Standard.

Intello Labs, astart-up in agritech,

haslaunched Praman (Hindi for
proof), atechnology-driven
commodities e-auction platform.
“Praman hasbeeninstealth
mode over the past few monthsand
hasachieved amonthlygross

The app, which had been initially introduced for wheat, will be extended to
include other food grains and pulses

transaction value (GTV) of $40
million. ItaimstoclockaGTVof
almost $100 million in the next two
quarters, makingitone the largest
agri-tech platformsin India,” Sharma
said.

What will distinguish Praman
from similar platforms, accordingto
Sharma, isartificial intelligence-
based quality assessment, which will
makeitdigitaland data-driven.

Hesaid experience showed
technology-drivensystemsensured
95 percentaccuracyin quality

grading of cardamom, while
manuallyitisaround 70 percent.

Milansaid the firmunderwrotea
certain portion ifthe buyer felt there
wasadivergence from what had been
promised orshown through the
platform. The portionisthen
recovered from the seller.

Praman facilitates spot trading
and e-auction in cardamom, onion,
garlic, pomegranate, apples,
potatoes, and tomatoes.

The platformisactive mainly in
Maharashtra, Kerala, Bihar, and

Jammu and Kashmir, wherelawson
agricultural produce marketing
committeesare relatively flexible

|| and out-of-mandi transactionsare

easily facilitated. The e-auction
platform for fresh produce promises
toreplicate aphysical mandibutona
muchwiderscale, and feels farmers
onan aggregate level can eam almost
20 percent more iftheysell their
produce through their platform than
what they would ata traditional
mandi.

Pramanisworkingonatech-
based system toensure buyers get
quality produce through e-atiction
platforms forcommodities.

Gram Vyapar, an e-tradingand e-
auction platform launched by
Indore-based start-up Gramophone,
hasdeputed partnersinalmost 100
mandisin the countrytodo physical
quality assessments and checksof
the produce through its platform.

“Wereduce theratings of sellers
anddoall primarycheckstoensure
thatbuyersget the same quality of
produce asshown in the platform but
sometimes guaranteeingthe same
quality asshownontheplatformisa
challenge,” TauseefKhan, co-

founderand CEO of Gramophone,

- the parent company of Gram Vyapar,

told Business Standard.

Gram Vyaparwaslaunched in
March2021.

“Weinitially had 5-10listings of
farm produce per day, which has
crossed over 500 listingsinone
singleday,” Khansaid.

Hesaid he planned toexpand in
otherstates like UP, Rajasthan, and
Maharashtra.

- Though notstrictly an agri-tech
firmbutaprominent playerin
commoditiestrading, SLCM Group
haslaunched a mobileapplicationto
checkthe quality of agricultural
commodities.

The app, which had been initially
introduced for wheat, willbe
extended toincludeother food
grainsand pulses like chana
(chickpea), maize, rice, guar (cluster
bean), moong, and tur (pigeon pea)
over time, astatement said.

Theappallowsausertogetanon-
the-spot assessmentofasample of
the commodity within minutes,
without havingtouse equipment like
asieve oraweighingscale, ortotake
ittoalab fortesting.



